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FOUR MEN KILLED! 


Friday, February 22, 1946 


DISPOSAL OF FARMING ACREAGE 


NEWCOMER 


AND SIX INJURED 
AT R. R. CROSSING 


Four highway employes were 
killed and six others injured, two 
critically, in a truck-train crash at 
Andrews on January 25, at about 
nine o’clock in the morning. 

Andrew Walsh, 31, was killed 
almost instantly; M. F. Plemmons, 
54, died the following morning in 
a Murphy hospital; M. L. Kilpat- 
rick, 47, and W. N. Leatherwood, 
43, died in the Murphy hospital on 
January 28th. These men resided in 
Murphy, except Kilpatrick, whose 
home was in Ranger, N. C. 

Injured were Ferd Moore, 45, 
and Fred Burrell, both of Murphy, 
Ralph Hughes, Fred Morgan, 30, 
Oliver Creasman, 29, and Arnold 
Ledford, 29, all of Andrews. Moore, 
who suffered a compound fracture 
of the vertebra and other internal 
injuries, and Hughes, who sustain- 
ed a compound fracture of the ver- 
tebra resulting in paralysis of the 
lower extremities, were the most 
seriously injured. All of the in- 
jured have been reported as im- 
proving. 

According to an _ investigation 
conducted by A. E. Snelson, Right 
of Way Engineer in the 10th Divi- 
sion, and E. L. Curtis, District En- 
gineer in District 3 of- Division Ten, 
the accident occurred when these 
men, passengers on a _ highway 
truck, pulled up on the railroad 
crossing at Andrews in the path 
of an eastbound passenger train 
from Murphy to Asheville They 
were members of an emergency 
crew of regular workmen from the 
Murphy, Peachtree and Andrews 
area enroute to the vicinity of Top- 
ton to aid in clearing snow and ice 
from the highways. They had stop- 
ped at a highway maintenance shop 
in Andrews for supplies and to put 
chains on the truck. 

Jack Conley, highway mechanic, 
ce ‘as the only eye-witness. He said 

2 saw the train approaching at 
an estimated speed of about 30 
miles per hour, and that the truck 
was pulled onto the crossing with- 
out stopping. The truck was de- 
molished. 

All occupants of the cab were 
killed, and the seven men riding 
in the rear of the truck were under 
a canvas cover. One of these, 
Walsh, was killed instantly. 

A subsequent investigation con- 


(See Four Men, page four) 


Newcomer to the Raleigh Office 
is W. G. Reaves, above, formerly 
attached to the Third Division 
Mechanic’s Office in Fayetteville. 
On February Ist, he succeeded E. O. 
Pearce as Assistant Purchasing 
Agent for the Highway and Public 
Works Commission. Pearce resigned 
to enter private business. (Photo 
by Bryan, Prison Identification 
Bureau.) 


RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
SHOULD BE CLEAR 


T. B. Wilson, right-of-way engi- 
neer, is making an effort to fore- 
stall the expense and trouble of 
clearing highway rights-of-way by 
requesting the cooperation of the 
public in consulting highway engi- 
neers prior to erecting any struc- 
ture adjacent to the highway or at 
intersections of highways. 

He points out that an extensive 
postwar highway program is be- 
ing launched, consisting of the con- 
struction of state and county high- 
ways, the widening and improve- 
ment of: others. This highway pro- 
gram, he believes, will be matched 
by corporations and private con- 
cerns who plan to build plants, 
utilities and other buildings along 
the highways. 

In order to provide maximum 
safety to the travelling public, it is 
desirable and necessary that build- 
ings be placed a reasonable dis- 
tance from intersections of roads, 
so that drivers can see vehicles ap- 
proaching from any direction, Wil- 
son points out. 


(See Rights-of-Way, page four) 


WILL NOT AFFECT PRISON CAMPS 


oO 


TURNER PRESIDENT 
STATE CREDIT UNION 


Richard D. Turner, of the State 
Highway and Public Works Com- 
mission, was elected President of 
the State Employes Credit Union 
at the February meeting of the 
board of directors on Tuesday, Feb- 
ruary 12, in the board room of the 
Agriculture Building. 

Turner is a member of the per- 
sonnel of the Roadway Department 
and is stationed in the State High- 
way Building here. 

Other officers elected are: R. B. 
Etheridge, Vice President; C. M. 
Hamilton, Secretary; W. W. Jones 
was re-elected as Treasurer. 


DRIVE FOR MEN 
BRINGS RESULTS 


R. Getty Browning, senior locat- 
ing engineer, has said that he is 
well pleased with the results of an 
advertising and publicity campaign 
launched about two weeks ago to 
secure levelmen, rodmen and chain- 
men to work as members of locat- 
ing parties throughout the state. 

Within a few days after the cam- 
paign was started, Browning said 
that he had approximately 75 
people to call at his office in search 
of a job, and in addition there were 
“well over 100 letters” to be hand- 
led from people who had written 
in replies. 

Many of the applicants were 
hired immediately, and others will 
be put to work later. Should there 
be an excess of applicants over 
what the Locating Department can 
use, their applications will be re- 
ferred to other departments in 
which men are needed. 

Browning expressed the opinion 
that the campaign had been well 
worthwhile, not only for his depart- 
ment but also for the benefit of 
other departments requiring more 
personnel. 

Insofar as it is known, this marks 
the first time that such a method 
has been tried for securing ad- 
ditional personnel. 


Division correspondents are need- 
ed for all divisions. 


The sale of land adjacent to pri- 
son camps in Perquimans and Eg- 
gecombe Counties does not mean 
that these camps are to be aban- 
doned, Chairman A. H. Graham 
said today, the sales being for the 
sole purpose of curtailing some of 
the large farming operations at 
those places. 

In Perquimans County, there are 
1,000 acres belonging to the Com- 
mission. Of this acreage, 900 acres 
have been offered for sale, with 
final consummation of the sale 
awaiting action by the Highway 
Commission in its meeting here on 
February 27th. The remaining 100 
acres are occupied by the Perqui- 
mans County Prison Camp and 
other activities pertinent to its ope- 
ration. 

In Edgecombe County; the Com- 
mission will offer for sale in the 
near future 700 acres of land, re- 
taining the remainder of the tract 
for the Edgecombe County Prison 
Camp and its operation. 

Another piece of property owned 
by the Commission and slated to be 
offered for sale in the near future 
are 240 acres of a 270-acre tract in 
Brunswick County. The 30 acres re- 
served from sale contain a gravel 
pit, a maintenance shop and other 
activities whose operation will con- 
tinue. 

Chairman Graham said _ that 
gardening and related activities 
carried on at all prison camps will 
not be affected, the sales at the Per- 
quimans and Edgecombe camps be- 
ing to curtail large farming opera- 
tions. This will leave one large 
prison farm in the state, Caledonia 
in Halifax County, with Camp Polk 
at Cary being the second largest. 


AUSTIN RETURNS 


S. C. (Bob) Austin, who was re- 
ported in the February 8th issue 
as being confined to his home with 
influenza, is back at his desk as 
State Equipment Engineer. His 
many friends will be glad to know 
that he is completely recovered. 
The last ten days of his convyales- 
cence were spent in Asheville. 


Division Engineers who have not 
submitted complete rosters of per- 
sonnel are urged to do so at once. 


Page Two 


NORTH CAROLINA HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


Friday, February 22, 1946 


NORTH CAROLINA 
HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


Vol. 2 February 22,1946 No. 4 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
NorRTH CAROLINA STATE HIGHWAY 
& PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION 
STATE HIGHWAY BUILDING, 
RALEIGH, N. C. 
F. O. CARVER, JR., Editor 


Published semi-monthly by the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission in the interest of its 
employes and other citizens who are 
interested in the activities falling 
under the jurisdiction of the Com- 
mission. Sent free upon written 
application. 


KEEP ’EM CLEAR 
Elsewhere in today’s paper, 
we are publishing an inter- 
view which we had a few days 
ago with T. B. Wilson, Right 
of Way Engineer. Mr. Wilson 
speaks of the necessity for 
clearing rights of way and 
keeping them clear. 

It seems to us that his rea- 
sons are particularly timely, 
especially since the Highway 
Commission now stands at the 
threshold of a huge Post War 
Construction Program which 
will eventually touch every 
section of the state. It is very 
important, for several reasons, 
that rights of way are clear 
and that they are kept clear. 
Not the least among these rea- 
sons stands the consideration 
of safety. Automobile drivers 
and operators of other motor 
vehicles must have good sight. 
distance along the highways 
to operate with maximum 
safety. When rights of way 
are cluttered up with build- 
ings or other objects, it tends 


to lessen sight distance, and 
the motorist is operating at a 
disadvantage. The disadvant- 
age is most obvious and the 
greater risk is entailed when 
such conditions exist at or 
near highway intersections, 
particularly when the inter- 
section is that of two trunk 
line highways, carrying ap- 
proximately the same volume 
Gratis 

It is Mr. Wilson’s opinion, 
and in this we heartily concur, 


that it will not be long until 


numerous construction pro- 
jects, such as homes, buildings 
and utility plants, will be go- 
ing up along the highways of 
the state. He suggests that 
considerable time and money 
can be saved by seeing to it 
that this construction does not 
encroach upon the legal right 
of way owned by the Highway 
Commission. We do not mean 
to intimate that any person or 
corporation would arbitrarily 
build on the right of way. To 
prevent the possibility of any 
construction being started 
without regard to the right of 
way, it will be well for high- 
way personnel to be on the 
lookout for proposed building 
projects adjacent to the high- 
ways in their community, and 
suggest to the persons respon- 
sible that they get in touch 
with the Right of Way Depart- 
ment before starting construc- 
tion. Thus, if there is any 
doubt as to the extent of the 
highway right of way at that 
particular point, the question 
can be answered before the 
building is started. This will 
mean considerable saving of 
time, money and convenience, 
both to the Highway Commis- 
sion and to the builders. 


SOCIETY 


“Why don’t you?” we were 
asked the other day, “have a 
society page or society section 
in your paper?” 

Well, why not? Since the 
primary object of this pub- 
lication is to keep the entire 
organization informed about 
what is going on among our 
personnel, all the news about 
them will be welcome. Yes we 
want to print all the news 
about our fellow employes. 

In order that we can get the 
news from throughout the 
state as quickly as possible, 
we are hoping other divisions 
will follow the splendid ex- 
ample of the Fifth and Seven- 
th by appointing division cor- 
respondents in the near fu- 
ture. 

The first European cannon fired 
stone balls. 


/PRISON-ESCAPES 
HIT HIGH PEAK 
IN FEBRUARY 


Prisoners escaping from camps 
in the state hit their highest peak 
since December 1, when this tabu- 
lation was instituted, during the 
February 1-15 period, it was re- 
vealed today in a study of statis- 
tics compiled in the Prison Depart- 
ment. 

The Durham County Camp hit 
the jackpot in reverse by having 12 
escapes debited against it during 
the period. Of course, a large share 
of Durham’s hard luck is due to the 
10-man break occurring there early 
in February. At the latest report, 
all but three had returned, one sur- 
rendering voluntarily and the oth- 
ers recaptured. However, Durham 
goes off the list of star camps for 
the period. 

Harnett and Buncombe County 
Camps and Camp Polk at Cary drop 
to one-star ratings, having had two 
escapes against them during the 
first fifteen days of the month. 
Columbus, Guilford No. 2, Ran- 
dolph, Cabarrus and Henderson 
County Camps, with one escape 
each, are two-star camps for this 
period. All other camps are rated 
with three stars. Cabarrus County 
almost climbed back to the three- 
star class, but not quite. It was a 
one-star camp for the January 
16-31 period, because there were 
two escapes chalked up against it. 

The roster of Prison Camps, giv- 
ing their ratings for the February 
1-15 period, is as follows: 


Three-Star Rating 


Central Prison Raleigh 
Women’s Prison Raleigh 
Caledonia Halifax 
Dare 105 
Edgecombe 107 
Gates 108 
Halifax 109 
Hertford 110 
Martin 111 
Northampton 112 
Perquimans 114 
Warren 115 
Beaufort 201 
Carteret 202 
Craven 203 
Greene 204 
Lenoir 207 
Onslow 208 
Pitt 210 
Washington 212 
Bladen 301 
Brunswick 802 
Cumberland 3804 
Duplin 305 
Pender 307 
Sampson 308 
Franklin 401 
Johnston 402 
Nash 403 


Wayne 405 
Wilson 406 
Vance 407 
Alamance 501 
Caswell 502 
Granville 504 
Guilford 505 
Orange 507 
Person 508 | 
Rockingham 509 
Chatham 601 
Davidson 602 © 
Moore 606 
Robeson 609 
Scotland 610 
Anson 701 
Mecklenburg 703 
Montgomery 705 
Richmond 706 
Rowan 107 
Union 709 
Alleghany 801 
Caldwell 803 
Davie 804 
Forsyth 805 
Stokes 806 
Surry 807 
Watauga 808 
Wilkes 809 
Yadkin 810 
Burke 902 
Catawba 903 
Cleveland 904 
Gaston 905 
Iredell 906 
McDowell 908 
Polk 909 
Rutherford 910 
Avery 1001 
Cherokee 1003 
Haywood 1006 
Jackson 1008 
Macon 1009 
Yancey 1014 
Two-Star Rating 
Columbus 303 
Guilford 506 
Randolph 608 
Cabarrus 702 
Henderson 1007 
One-Star Rating 
Harnett 603 
Buncombe 1002 
Camp Polk Cary 
Non-Star Rating 
Durham 503 


HAVE YOU HEARD THIS ONE? 


A Scot was engaged in an argu- 
ment with a conductor as 


whether the fare was five or coolly 


ductor picked up the Scotchman’s 
suitcase and threw it off the train 
just as they passed over a bridge. 
It landed with a splash. “Hoot 
mon!” screamed the Scot, “isn’t it 
enough to try and overcharge me, 
without trying to drown my little 
boy?” 


cents. Finally the disgusted con- y 


Have you heard about the moron 
who ate dynamite so his hair would 
grow in bangs? 
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MORE EMPLOYES’ 


The roster of returning service- 


men, those who proudly wear the 
“ruptured ducks,” is practically 
doubled today. Reports have been 
received on 39 additional men who 
have resumed their work with the 
Commission. Of these, 35 were re- 
ported by Charles R. Smith, who is 
division correspondent for the Sev- 
enth Division. 


Prior to today’s list, a total of 44 
veterans had been reported as hay- 
ing come back to work. With 39 more 
today, the total list thus far moves 
up to 83 men. Returned veterans 
not previously listed are as follows: 
J. D. Wilson, Director of the Class- 
ification board at Central Prison. 
He enlisted in the U. S. Naval Re- 
serve as a yeoman in September, 
1942, later transferring to a finger 
print expert at the Naval Identifi- 
cation Section, Washington, D. C. 
He was discharged in September, 
1945. Prior to entering the Navy, 
Wilson was senior finger print 
classification clerk with the Prison 
Bureau of Identification. He as- 
sumed his duties with the classifi- 
cation board on February Ist. 

T. L. Norris, Captain with the 182- 
nd. Combat Engineer Battalion of 
the Fifth Army. He was in the 
army about three and one-half 
years, seeing much service in Italy. 
He has returned to the Bridge De- 
partment as junior hydrographic 
engineer. 

C. C. Todd entered the army in 
August, 1943, serving 21 months 
in the European theatre. He was 
discharged in November, 1945, as 
a sergeant and has returned to work 
with the Commission as a senior 
laboratory technician in the soils 
laboratory. 

W. R. Phelps was a technician 
fifth grade with the 732nd. Railway 
Operating Battalion from Decem- 
ber, 1943 to October, 1945, when he 
was discharged. He saw many 
months of duty in the European 
threatre. He returned to his job as 
a landscape supervisor with the 
Landscape Department in October, 


1945. 
The following 35 men are report- 
ed as having returned to their civi- 
lain work in the Seventh Division: 
C. R. Smith, Sr. Office Engineer, 
Major, U. S. Army Ord. Entered 
service May 1942. Reinstated Nov- 
ember 1945. Served 33 months over- 
seas 11 months in North Africa, 22 
months in Italy with 606 Ord. Bn. 
and 2698 Regt. 
H. B. Wentz, Road Oil Supervisor, 
Served as civilian automotive tech- 
nical advisor with 303rd Engineer 
Bn., 78th Div. Left our employ 
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June 1942. Reinstated January 1944. 
M. W. Lowe, Maintenance Super- 
visor, Lt. s. g. U. S. Navy. Entered 
service February 2, 1943. Rein- 
stated December 17, 1945. Served 
at Great Lakes Training Center. 
EK. M. Finison, Sr. Highway In- 
spector, S/Sgt. Entered service 
May 15, 1942. Reinstated Decem- 
ber 8, 1945. Served 33 months over- 
seas 11 months in North Africa, 22 
months in Italy with 605 Ord. Bn. 


J. D. Stonesifer, Foreman, Master 
Sgt. 605th Ord. Bn. Entered ser- 
vice May 1942. Reinstated Decem- 
ber 1945. Served 33 months over- 
seas, 11 months in North Africa, 22 
months in Italy. 


J. T. Lowe, Rodman, Chief Petty 
Officer, U. S. Navy. Entered ser- 
vice October 1, 1941. Reinstated 
December 1945. Spent 36 months in 
Canal Zone. 


Douglas Moss, Rodman, Sgt. with 
60th Inf. 9th Div. European thea- 
tre of operations for 23 months 
Entered service 1942. Reinstated 
December 1945. 


R. O. Barrier, Truck Driver, Cpl. 
U. S. Army, 91 Div. 363 Regt. 
European theatre. Spent 37 months 
in service and returned to work 
with the Maintenance Department 
Div. 7 Dist. 2 on December 1, 1945. 
W. M. Basinger, Machine operator, 
Pvt. U. S. Army, 76 Div. 385 Inf. 
spent 12 months in service and 
returned to work with the Main- 
tenance Dept. Div. 7 Dist. 2 Nov- 
ember 1, 1945. 


R. L. Holmes, Truck Driver, Cpl., 
U. S. Air Forces, 371 Fighter 
Group, European theatre. Spent 36 
months in service and returned to 
work with the Maintenance Dept. 
Div. 7 Dist. 2 on January 1, 1946. 
K. L. Honeycutt, Truck Driver, Pfe. 
U. S. Army, 82 Div. AB, 80 Bn. 
European theatre. Spent 44 months 
in service and returned to work 
with the Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 
Dist.. 2 on December 1, 1945. 

C. R. Hudson, Sec. Foreman Helper, 
Pfe. U. S. Army, 120 engineers, 45 
Div. European theatre, Spent 25 
months in service and returned to 
work with the Maintenance Dept. 
Div. 7 Dist. 2 on January 1, 1941. 
D. M. Hyatt, Truck Driver, Cpl., 
U. S. Army, 3706 Qm. Truck Regt. 
European theatre. Spent 38 months 
in service and returned to work 
with the Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 
Dist. 2 on November 1, 1945. 

W. L. Kesler, Gang Foreman, Tech. 
T/4, U. S. Army, 737 Tank Bn. 
European theatre. Spent 32 months 
in service and returned to work 
with the Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 
Dist 2 on October 15, 1945. 


U. S. Army, 697 Field Art Bn. 
C. E. Lackey, Truck Driver, Pfe. 
European theatre. Spent 55 months 
in service and returned to work 
with the Maintenance Dept. Div. 
7 Dist 2 on November 19, 1945. 

R. W. Lanier, Machine operator, 
Sgt. U. S. Army, 9th Air Force, 6 
Battle Stars. European theatre. 
Spent 45 months in service and re- 
turned to work with the Maint. 
Dept. Div. 7 Dist 2 on December 1, 
1945. 


E, J. Lewis, Jr., Foreman, S/Sgt. 
U. S. Army, Ord., 978 Ord. Depot 
Company. European theatre. Spent 
40 months in service and returned 
to work with the Maintenance Dept. 
Div. 7 Dist 2 on October 1, 1945. 
H. S. Love, Machine operator, Pvt. 
U.S. Army, 66 Ord. Bn. 38rd Army. 
European theatre. Spent 35 months 
in service and returned to work 
with the Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 
Dist 2 on September 1, 1945. 

K. L. Manus, Truck Driver, Pfc. 
U. S. Marines, 3rd Div. Tras. Bn. 
Pacific theatre. Spent 37 months in 
service and returned to work with 
the Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 Dist. 
2 on November 13, 1945. 


J.C. Mills, Machine operator, T/5 
302 Ord. Regt. European theatre. 
Spent 42 months in service and re- 
turned to work with the Maint. 
Dept. Div. 7 Dist. 2 on November 
1, 1945. 


C. V. Rice, Truck Driver, S/Sgt. 
U. S. Army 3rd Army. European 
theatre. Spent 48 months in service 
and returned to work with the 
Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 Dist. 2 
on December 1, 1945. 

W. J. B. Smith, Machine operator, 
Pvt. U. S. Marines, Communica- 
tions. Pacific theatre. Spent 23 
months in service and returned to 
work with the Maintenance Dept. 
Div. 7 Dist. 2 on December 1, 1945. 
H. C. Stokes, Foreman, T/Sgt. U. 
S. Air Force, Sqd. “C.” European 
theatre. Spent 47 months in service 
and returned to work with the 
Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 Dist. 2 
on December 1, 1945. 

C. R. Safrit, Truck Driver, T/5, 
U.S. Army, Field Art. 906. Bn. C. 
Pacific theatre. Spent 49 months in 
service and returned to work with 
the Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 Dist. 
2 on January 21, 1946. 

H. N. Sanders, Machine operator, 
MOMM-2/C. 25th Sea Bees. Pacific 
theatre. Spent 28 months in service 
and returned to work with the 
Maintenance Dept. Div. 7 Dist. 2 
on January 1, 1946. 

W. T. Duncan Truck Driver, U. S. 
Haywood (Transport) 38rd. Class 
Machinist Mate. 5 months at sea, 
9 months total service. 

V. P. Eudy, Section Foreman, G. M. 
2/C-USS L. S. T. 52-L. S. T. 827 
Asiatic-Pacific 2 years total service. 
R. H. Gabriel, Machine operator, 
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Aviation Metelsmith 3/C. Division 
A-1-A. N. R. American theatre. 39 
months in service. 

W. G. Helms, Truck Driver, Sgt. 
31st Field Hospital Det. Pacific 
theatre. 35 months in service. 

A. B. Hinson, Section Foreman 
helper, Cpl. 1973rd. Qm. 8th Air 
Force. European theatre. Spent 45 
months in service. 

G. L. Fisher, Truck Driver, Navy 
Boot Training at Camp Perry, Va. 
2 months in service. 

W. J. Strawn Truck Driver, Pfc. 
807th Tank Destroyer Bn. 38rd 
Army, European theatre. Spent 34 
months in service. 

Josiah Perry, Jr., Road Oil Mac- 
hine operator, MM 2/C. U.S. Navy 
R. 48th NCB Pacific. Spent 10 
months in service. 

Charlie G. Cooke, Road Oil Truck 
Driver, Pvt. 904 F. A. 79th Div. 
European theatre. Spent 41 months 
in service. 


HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
BACK TO NORMAL 


Highway travel in North Caro- 
lina, which dipped to a wartime 
level of 19,623 vehicles on an aver- 
age day in January 1943, returned 
to a normal flow in January, 1946, 
statistics compiled by J. S. Burch, 
Engineer of Statistics and Plan- 
ning, revealed this month. 

The climb toward a normal level 
began with the end of gasoline 
rationing last August and showed 
a steady upward trend until Dec- 
ember, when abnormally adverse 
weather conditions caused a tem- 
porary setback. However, in Jan- 
uary, the climb began again, reach- 
ing a normal peak by the end of the 
month. 

The data on highway traffic is 
based on records of 20 traffic coun- 
ters (electric eyes) established at 
strategic points across the state. 
The “normal” level is based on an 
average day in January, 1941, last 
prewar year during which there 
were no travel restrictions, such as 
gasoline and tire rationing. The 
average traffic at that time was 
37,529 vehicles recorded on these 
machines. In January, 1946, an 
average day recorded 38,028 vehi- 
cles as being registered on the elec- 
tric eye recorders, marking the 
first time since January, 1941, that 
traffic had reached this level. 


WORSE TO COME 

Mr. Newlywed: “I can’t eat this 
stuff.” 

Wife: “Never mind, dear. I have 
some lovely receipes for making up 
leftovers.” 

Mr. Newlywed: “In that case I'll 
eat it now.” 
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HAYWORTH AND KING GET PRAISE 
FOR KEEPING COUNTY ROADS OPEN 
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Schools in Watauga and Ashe 
Counties have not been greatly af- 
fected by the severe weather this 
winter, due to the diligence of high- 
way forces in these two Counties in 
keeping the County roads open so 
that school busses have been able to 
operate daily, an editorial in a re- 
cent issue of The Watauga Demo- 
crat, published in Boone, states. 

Entitled “Good Service,” the ed- 
itor expressed keen gratification 
for the work accomplished under 
the supervision of C. A. Hayworth 
and E. Ford King, District engi- 
neer and maintenance supervisor, 
respectively, in the third district of 
division eight. 

It is a pleasure to reprint the 
editorial, which follows: 


“Good Service” 


“In connection with the agitation 
concerning the condition of the sec- 
ondary roads in the state, it is in- 
teresting to note that so far as we 
have been able to learn, Watauga 
and Ashe are the only counties in 
this section of the state which have 
been able to maintain operation of 
all the schools during the severe 
winter weather, which has damaged 
the roads to a degree unknown since 
the inception of the good roads pro- 
gram in the state. 

“Due to the diligence of the district 
highway maintenance engineer, Mr. 
C. A. Hayworth, and Mr. E. Ford 
King, county road supervisor in 
Watauga and Ashe counties, the 
roads have been kept open all 
through the rigid weather of the 
past three months, and no schools 
have been closed during this period. 

“Working day and night, Sundays 
and holidays since before Christ- 
mas, local highway employees have 
been able to keep the roads open, 
and maintain normal traffic in the 
face of unprecedented weather con- 
ditions. For this fine service, our 
local highway officials and em- 
ployees deserve the commendation 
of the people of this area. The rec- 
ord they have made during the se- 
vere weather hasn’t been duplicated 
in the state, so far as we know.” 


FEBRUARY TO PASS 
WITHOUT BID CALL 


There will be no call for bids on 
highway construction projects dur- 
ing February, according to an an- 
nouncement by Chairman A. H. 
Graham. The next letting of con- 
tracts has been scheduled for the 
early part of March. 


COMMISSION TO MEET 
ON FEBRUARY 27th. 


The February meeting of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission will be held in the Com- 
mission Room of the State Highway 
Building on Wednesday, February 
27th at 10:00 A. M. This will be the 
first meeting of the Commission 
since January 9th. Highlight of the 
January meeting was the presen- 
tation of the D. B. McCrary award 
to J. W. Upton, Fayetteville, win- 
ner for 1945. 


TWO HIGHWAY 
EMPLOYES WED 


Miss Virginia Woodruff, of Ral- 
eigh, was united in marriage with 
Rudolph G. Ofcharik, of Mononga- 
hela, Pa., on Saturday afternoon, 
January 19, at 4 o’clock in the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral here. The 
double ring ceremony was perform- 
ed by the Rey. Charles J. O’Connor. 

The bride’s only attendant was 
Mrs. Lola Mitchell, of Raleigh, mat- 
ron of honor. James M. Potter, also 
of Raleigh, was best man. A pro- 
gram of wedding music was ren- 
dered by Mrs. J. B. Clements, or- 
ganist. 

For her wedding, the bride was 
attired in a three-piece suit of pow- 
der blue and brown with maiching 
accessories. She wore a corsage of 
white orchids. 

Mrs. Mitchell was gowned in a 
black dressmaker suit, and her cor- 
sage was of pink rosebuds. 

Mrs Ofcharik is the daughter of 
Mrs. J. W. Woodruff, of Roanoke 
Rapids and Norfolk, Va. She re- 
sided in Roanoke Rapids until about 
four years ago, when she moved to 
Raleigh. She is employed in the 
Purchasing Department of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission. 

The bridegroom is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. M. Ofcharik, of Mon- 
ongahela, Pa. He was discharged 
from the army recently, after ser- 
ving 22 months in the European 
and Pacific theatres of war with 
the engineering corps. He is now 
employed by the State Highway 
and Public Works Commission, be- 
ing assigned to the office of J. W. 
Taylor, District Engineer, in the 
Third District of the Fourth Divi- 
sion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ofcharik are mak- 
ing their home in Raleigh, residing 
at the present time at 211 N. Blount 
Street. 


Our Roll Of Honor 


The second former employe of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission to be included on the 
roster of honored heroes who gave 
their life for their country during 
World War II is: 


GEORGE ROME CLAWSON, JR. 


Clawson, fireman second class in 
the U. S. Navy, was killed aboard 
the USS Yorktown during the his- 
toric battle of the Coral Sea on May 
8, 1942. A Jap bomb made a direct 
hit on the Yorktown’s engine room, 
killing Clawson and forty other 
members of the crew at their battle 
stations. He was buried at sea. 

Clawson went to work with the 
Commission as a truck driver in 
March 1940. He resigned in August 
1941, volunteering for enlistment in 
the Navy on August 12th of that 
year. 


RIGHTS-OF-WAY 


(Continued from page one) 

If it becomes necessary to clear a 
right-of-way in order to provide 
improvements desired, unnecessary 
expense is involved, for the amount 
spent for right-of-way clearance 
reduces the actual amount that can 
be spent for highway improvement. 
Thus, when a firm or corporation 
plans to build adjacent to a high- 
way or at an intersection, they are 
asked to contact a Highway Com- 
mission representative, so that the 
proposed structure can be placed 
where no hazard will be created. 
Prompt and courteous attention is 
promised in each instance where 
prior notice is given of the planned 
erection of a building or utility near 
the highway system. 


FORESIGHT 


When a Negro roustabout was 
killed by a switch engine, the rail- 
way claim agent rounded up his 
brid> of two weeks, spread before 
ner dazzled eyes $500 in crisp new 
bills. 

Asked what she was going to do 
with the money the bereaved one 
replied: ‘Well, havin’ dis heah 
streak o’ luck come on me so sud- 
dent, I don’ hahdly know jos what 
T’ll do. When time heals mah 
woun’s I mouht look aroun’ and tek 
notice. But ifen I does marry 
again,” she eyed the money fondly, 
“My secon’ husband is certainly 
goin’ to’ be a railroad man.” 


? 


A dime is a dollar with all the 
various taxes deducted. 


WILSON BEGINS 
HIS NEW WORK 


J. D. Wilson, recently dischargeu 
from the U. S. Navy, assumed his 
duties as director of the classifica- 
tion board at Central Prison on 
February 1st, succeeding J. Loy 
Sox. 

Wilson, who spent three years 
in the Navy, was employed by the 
Commission prior to entering the 
service. He was senior fingerprint 
classification clerk with the penal 
bureau of identification until he 
volunteered for the Navy in Sept- 
ember, 1942. 

He held a Petty Officer rating 
as yeoman third class when he en- 
listed, later transferring to the 
Petty Officer rating of specialist 
X (fingerprint expert). He was as- 
signed to duty in the identification 
section of the Navy Department in 
Washington, D. C., and was dis- 
charged on September 18, 1945. 

Sox resigned his job as director 
to become director of the Veterans 
Service and Information Center 
here. 


JONES REPORTS ON 
COUNTY ROADS 


An average of 125 tons of rock 
was used on county roads in Person 
County during a thirty-day period, 
beginning in mid-January, Kyle 
Jones, Maintenance Supervisor in 
that county, was quoted as having 
told a Roxboro Courier-Times re- 
porter recently. 

Jones stated that the condition 
of the roads under his supervision 
was much improved and that he 
hoped to, have them in excellent 
shape in the near future. 

In addition to the 125-ton per day 
average, he was quoted as saying 
that many more tons of rocks had 
been used prior to that time. Some 
“bad” holes in the road had requir- 
ed as much as 25 tons of crushed 
rock to make the road passable. 

His road crew was working day 
and night, Sundays and holidays in 


—_ 


able condition and to keep ther 


an effort to get the roads in pasS-yqm_e 
that way. iy J 


FOUR MEN 


(Continued from page one) 
ducted by Geo. B. Patton, General 
Counsel, H. K. Witherspoon, Com- 
pensation Officer, J. C. Walker, 
Tenth Division Engineer, and Cur- 
tis substantiated the findings of 
the first investigation made by 
Snelson and Curtis. 


Shale 


